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ABSTRACT 



This report updates preliminary information from a 1998-1999 
report, "The Civic Education of American Youth: From State Policies to School 
District Practices," relating to civics standards and assessments. The report 
states that the information found on its tables and charts was obtained from 
the Internet and from telephone interviews with specialists in state 
departments of education. Some of the data contradict information found in 
the earlier report. The report identifies which states have: (1) 

implementation dates of state standards with civic content; (2) presentation 
of civics content in state standards; (3) district requirements for 
implementation of standards; (4) existence and arrangement of testing of 
civics topics; and (5) state certification requirements to teach civics 
topics. The report provides a basic summary of civic standards and 
assessments for each state. (BT) 
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Background & Introduction 

In 1998-1999 the Center for Civic Education commissioned a policy research project from the 
Lyndon B. Johnson School of Public Affairs in Texas. The report, entitled The Civic Education 
of American Youth: from state policies to school district practices , investigates a range of issues 
dealing with state requirements and programs in civic education. A year has elapsed since then, 
and states have still been working on the problem of civic education. 

A need to update information about those states who were in the development stages of 
implementing standards or assessments bore this report. Originally, this research dealt with only 
those states that the LBJ project had reported as missing standards or assessments (either because 
they were being developed or because the state had decided against developing them). However, 
once that information was obtained and a chart format had been developed to document the data, 
it only made sense to continue the research and update all of the information relating to civics 
standards and assessments. 

The internet was a great resource in this project because many states’ standards were available 
for download from states’ Departments of Education websites. The Center’s Washington, D.C. 
office currently houses a library of each states’ civics-related standards (with the exceptions of 
Iowa, which does not plan on creating standards, and Indiana, whose standards are not yet in 
draft form). The information found on the tables and charts in this report was obtained both from 
the internet and from telephone interviews with specialists in the Departments of Education in 
the states. Some of this data contradicts information found in the LBJ report. This could be due 
in part from inaccurate information given by either the contacts made by the LBJ report or by the 
contacts made during this research. Oversimplification in order to categorize data may have also 
contributed to discrepancies. For that reason, these charts have a “note-taking”-like feel to them, 
to convey as much information as possible. 

Hopefully this research will accurately inform the National Campaign to Promote Civic 
Education about the status of civic education in the states and allow it to decide the next course 
of action. 

Table of Contents 

❖ Table 2.3, Table 2.4, Table 2.5, Table 2.7, Table 2.9 

❖ Compare and Contrast 
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❖ Concluding observations 
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Table 2.3 

Implementation Dates of State Standards with Civics Content 



Date of Most Recent 
Implementation 


Percentage 
Of States 


Number 
Of States 


States 


1995 


10 


5 


DE, FL, NH, OH 1 , VA, 


1996 


24 


10 


AK, AR", MI, MO, NJ. NM 3 , NY, NC 4 . RI\ 
WV, 


1997 


10 


5 


CO, IL, LA, ME, MA° 


1998 


17 


8 


AL, CA, CT, GA, NE, OR', TX, WI 


1999 


18 


9 


HI, ID, KS, KY, MD, MN, MS, SD, VT 


2000 


18 


9 


AZ, DC, NV, ND, OK 8 , SC, TN, UT y , WY 


Standards Expected 


8 


4 


IN 10 , MT", PA 12 , WA 1 - 5 


No Standards Planned 


2 


1 


IA 



Sources: Modeled after Table 2.3 in LBJ School Survey of State Civic Education (K-12) Requirements and 
Policies, January 1999. Updated information gathered by Alicia C. Llosa, intern, from various states' 
Departments of Education in July and August 2000. 



* In Ohio, learning outcomes are in place. True content standards are being developed for June 2001. 

" In Arkansas, the standards last implemented in 1996 are being revised summer 2000. 

3 In New Mexico, standards last implemented in 1996 will be revised in 2001. 

4 In North Carolina, standards last implemented in 1996 will be revised in 2003-2004 

5 In Rhode Island, there are no official standards; however, civics is part of the standards for a Certificate of 
Initial Mastery, which is slowly catching on in the districts. 

6 In Massachusetts, the standards last implemented in 1997 will be revised by 2001. 

7 In Oregon, standards last implemented in 1998 are in a revised draft form (Spring 2000). 

8 In Oklahoma, standards are revised every 3 years. 

9 In Utah, K-6 standards adopted in 2000, 7-12 standards in revision process. 

10 In Indiana, the drafting process for social studies standards began summer 2000: expected draft by 2001 
or 2002 

1 1 In Montana, standards have an expected adoption date of September 2000, but at time of update were not 
implemented. 

12 In Pennsylvania, there is no timetable for the adoption of the draft dated April 2000. 

13 In Washington, there is no timetable for the adoption of the draft. 
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Table 2.3 

Implementation Dates of State Standards with Civics Content 

[original] 



Date of Most Recent 
Implementation 


Percentage 
Of States 


Number 
Of States 


States 


1992 


2 


1 


MD 


1993 


6 


3 


ND, OK, WA 


1994 


8 


4 


AK, KY, MI, OH 


1995 


8 


4 


DE, NH, NJ, VA 


1996 


24 


12 


AR, DC, FL, HI, IN, KS, MO, NM, NY, TN, UT, VT 


1997 


14 


7 


IL, LA, MA, ME, NC, TX, WV 


1998 


18 


9 


AL, CA, CO, CT, GA, MN, NE, OR, WI 


New Standards Expected 


17 


8 


AZ, ID, 1 MS, 2 


No Standards Planned 


4 


2 


IA, PA 



Source: LBJ School Survey of State Civic Education (K-12) Requirements and Policies. January 1999. 

Notes: Percentages may not add up to 100 percent because of rounding 
1 These states have already created and published draft versions of their standards. 

~ In Mississippi, standards were approved and piloted in 1998. Full-scale implementation is not expected until the 1999-2000 
school year. 
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Table 2.4 

Presentation of Civics Content in State Standards 



Types of Presentation of 
Civics Content in State 
Standards 


Percentage 
Of States 


Number 
Of States 


States 


Separate civics standards 


8 


4 


AK, CO, KS, PA, 


Explicit section or strand 
in social studies standards 


57 


29 


A Z, AR, CT, DE, FL, GA, HI, ID, IL 1 , 
KY, LA, ME, MI, MS, NV, ND. NH. OH, 
OK, OR, SC 2 , SD, TN, TX, VT, VA, WA, 
WV, WI 


Integrated in social 
studies or other standards 


31 


16 


AL, CA, DC, MD, MA, MN, MO, MT, 
NE 3 , NJ, NM, NY, NC, RI, UT, WY 


Do not currently exist 


4 


r 2 


IA, IN 4 , 



Source: Modeled after Table 2.4 in LBJ School Survey of State Civic Education (K-12) Requirements 
and Policies, January 1999. Updated information gathered by Alicia C. Llosa, intern, from various states’ 
Departments of Education in July and August 2000 



' 1° Illinois, civics is embedded in a separate section of Social Studies entitled Political Systems. 

” I n South Carolina, civics is embedded in the Power Authority, and Governance strand. 

In Nebraska, though civics is not part of an explicit section, it is mentioned as a theme. 

4 Both the LBJ School report and a preliminary analysis by John E. Delap (intern in 1997) reference a set of 
standards for Indiana written in 1996. This “Social Studies Proficiency Guide: An Aid to Curriculum Development” 
was not considered a set of standards by the Department of Education when this research was completed. A draft of 
standards will be out by 2001 or 2002 
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Table 2.4 

Presentation of Civics Content in State Standards 

[original] 



Types of Presentation of 
Civics 

Content in State 
Standards 


Percentage 
Of States 


Number 

Of 

States 


States 


Separate civics standards 


6 


3 


AK, CO, VT 


Explicit section in social 
studies standards 


45 


23 


AR, CT, DE, FL, HI, ID, 1 IL, KY, LA, MA, ME, 
MI, ND, NH, 2 OH, OK, 3 OR, SD, 4 TN. TX, WA, 
WI, WV 5 


Integrated in social studies 
or other standards 


35 


18 


AL, CA, 6 DC, 7 GA, IN, 8 KS, MD, 9 MN, 10 MO, 
MS," NC, NE, NJ, NM, NY, SC, UT, VA 12 


Do not currently exist 


14 


7 


A Z, IA, MT, NV, PA, RI, WY 



Source: LBJ School Survey of State Civic Education (K-12) Requirements and Policies, January' 1999. 

’in Idaho, standards exist in draft form only, so in table 2.3 Idaho is listed in the category' “New standards 
expected/’ The Idaho survey responded explained that Idaho hopes to implement them for the 1999-2000 
school year. 

‘In New Hampshire, civics is in social studies as an explicit section from kindergarten through grade 10 
and integrated in social studies in grades 1 1 and 12. 

3 In Oklahoma, civics is integrated in social studies in grades K-5 and is in social studies as an explicit 
section in grades 6-12. 

4 In South Dakota, standards are still in draft form, so in table 2.3 South Dakota is listed in the category' 
“New standards expected.” Civics is in social studies as an explicit section, except in grades 6-8, where it 
is integrated in social studies. 

In West Virginia, civics is in social studies as an explicit section, except in grades 9-12, where it is in 
U.S./World Studies. 

6 In California, civics is integrated in social studies, except in grade 9, where there are no civics standards, 
and in grade 12, where it is in social studies as an explicit section. 

7 In the District of Columbia, civics is integrated in history'. 

8 In Indiana, civics is integrated in social studies, except in grades 9-12, where it is integrated in a variety 
of courses. 

9 In Maryland, civics is integrated in social studies, except in grades 9-12, where it is integrated in world 
history', U S. history', and government. 

10 In Minnesota, civics is integrated in the learning area “People and Cultures.” 

”ln Mississippi, standards were approved and piloted in 1998. Full-scale implementation is not expected 
until the 1999-2000 school year. 

l2 In Virginia, civics is integrated in social studies, except in grades 1-3, where it is in social studies as an 
explicit section. 
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